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The  
October Newsletter  

information deadline is  
September 26th.  

Please have information into 
the office by that date. 

  

Message from   
Pastor Kerry . . .  
 
òIndeed, the body does not con-
sist of one member but of 
manyé ò(1 Cor. 12:14).  Paul 
reiterates this theme throughout 
his writing to the early church.  He is encouraging 
the church to recognize their diversity not as an 
obstacle to overcome, but as a gift.   
 

Paulõs teaching on what it means to be a 
part of the body of Christ may be even more vital 
to the church today.  A church, no matter how big 
or small, is filled with people of varied ages, 
backgrounds, gifts, skills and abilities.  But Paul 
reminds us that just as every part of the body is 
important and necessary, so also is every member 
of the body of Christ.   

 
Over the next couple months the nominating 

committee will be asking folks to serve the church 
in a variety of roles.  As we go through this impor-
tant process in the life of the church, I hope we will 
keep some things in mind. 

 
First; every person who participates in the 

life of the congregation is important, and there 
are many ways to participate.  Some roles, like 
elder or deacon are more visible and require a 
greater time commitment than others.   As Paul 
says, just as there are a variety of gifts, so also 
there are many ways to minister.   If we truly take 
the priesthood of all believers seriously then we 
also affirm that we are called to be actively living 
out our faith within and outside the church.   If you 
donõt feel called to serve in an official role as a 
deacon or elder, perhaps you can participate by 
reading scripture, offering prayer, providing a 
beautiful flower arrangement, or offering to help 
with aloha/coffee fellowship. 

   
Second; if you are asked to serve consider it 

prayerfully.  Take time to ask questions about the 
position. Take time to reflect on your own gifts, 
skills and passions and how you can use them in 
that particular ministry.  Know that in being asked  
the congregation is honoring the gifts they see in 
you.   

 
                                       Continued to Page 2 

Re-engage with CCU ñ 
Invite a friend ñ 
 
 
September event line -up:  
 
9/3, 8 am   
 Menõs Breakfast @ Honeyõs 
 
9/4 & successive Sundays, 10 am
 Sunday Morning Worship  
 
9/4 -18 
 CCU hosts Family Promise  
 
9/8 & successive Thursdays, 6:30 pm & 
7:30pm, respectively  

 Chancel Ringers rehearsal  
 Chancel Choir rehearsal  
 
9/10, 10:30 am   
 Womenõs Aloha Fellowship 
 Brunch @ Cinnamonõs  
 
9/11 & successive Sundays,   
8:30 & 11:45 am   
 Adult Study  (See pg. 4 for details.) 

 

9/11, 10 am  @ CCU  
 Worship . . . Honoring/  
 remembering 9/11/2001  
   
9/17, 9 am  @ CCU  
 2011 Miracle Day @ CCU   
 
9/18, 10 am Worship  
 Presbytery Pulpit Exchange 
 CCU guest:  Rev. Frank Wulf  
 
9/23, 6 -8 pm   
 Grassfire Fellowship  
 (See pg. 2 for details.) 
 

9/24, 9:30 am  
 Witness Commission Mtg.  
 

 

 

Give to CCU  

in September  

through Foodland  

Details, 

see pg. 6 
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Witness Commission News . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CCU HOSTS AGAIN SEPT. 4-11.  Pat Gilbert has 
meals taken care of;  BUT if you can assist in setting 
up or taking down the rooms, be an overnight host, or 
assist with laundry, please contact Marian Heidel at 
mheidel@ hawaii.rr.com or call her at 261-4585. 
 
 
FROM SEPT. 11 - 18 the families will be staying on in 
our facilities, but St. Anthony's Catholic Church will 
supply the meals and overnight hosts.  HOWEVER, if 
you cannot help during our week, and CAN help St. 
Anthony's, call Tracy Hoevel at 224-0800 or email 
her at room223waikiki@yahoo.com.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Everyone ôs Invited !! 

Sat., 9/24, 9:30 am, Ohana Room  
WITNESS COMMISSION  

GATHERING  
~agenda forthcoming~  

Friday, Sept. 23, 6 pm ñ 

GRASSFIRE FELLOWSHIP 

for all!!! (includes  

CCUõs Family Promise guests) 

 

Come to the CCU courtyard for 

campfire, food & fun ñroast hot-

dogs & marshmallows, make 

sõmores, sing around the campfire, 

catch up on òvisit-ingó after the 

long summer, & just ENJOY being 

out under the stars!   

 

Please bring mats and/or beach 

chairs; weõll provide the food. 

 

 

NEED SUNDAY KITCHEN HELP VOLUNTEERS:     
 
òWhile Peggy Zeilinger (who usually helps in the church 
kitchen following worship) recovers from recent surgery, it 
would be wonderful if someone would volunteer to cover 
for her,ó says kitchen guru Pat Gilbert.  So if you would 
like to help, make yourself available to Pat on a particular 
Sunday.   

Continued from Page 1ñMessage from Pastor Kerry 
 

Third; donõt compare yourself to others.  If you are asked to be an elder you 
may be tempted to say òoh, I could never be the kind of elder ______ is.ó  Youõre 
not being asked to replace someone; youõre being asked to bring yourself and 
your uniqueness to that role.   

 
Fourth; let your ôyesõ be ôyesõ with your whole heart.  In other words, donõt 

say yes because you feel you òshould.ó  Of course there is always a role for be-
ing responsible and faithful.  However, when we say yes because we should and 
not because we feel truly called, we often end up òshouldingó all over ourselves 
and others.  In other words we are bound to feel obligated, resentful, and regret 
saying yes.    

 
Finally; thank those who serve in so many ways,  including the staff.  Thank  

the people who faithfully bring food for the food bank, flowers for the chancel, 
who help in the kitchen, mow the lawn, teach adult study, read scripture, prepare 
communion, make coffee, sing in the choir, provide rides to church, send notes of 
care, the people who sacrifice sleeping in their own bed to be overnight hosts for 
Family Promise, who bring food and prepare Family Promise suppers, appreciate 
the folks who faithfully invite people to CCU.  There are many other ways that 
people serve in front of and behind the scenes!  How will you choose to be a part 
of the body this year? 
 

Yours in serving Christ, Pastor Kerry 

 

mailto:room223waikiki@yahoo.com


 

Witness Commission News ñCont.  9/17 Cool Congregations Workshop  
 
An Earth Stewardship workshop to help us save en-
ergy and money while expressing malama for our 
island environment will be held at Central Union 
Church in Honolulu on Saturday, September 17 from 
8:30am to 1:00pm. 
 
Expert advice for reducing our carbon imprint at 
CCU and in our individual households will be pro-
vided.  It is suggested that we send a team of three 
people who could share this information with other 
CCU members.  John Heidel will be attending and 
will take care of the registration for two others; 
please contact him at 261-4585 or jhei-
del@hawaii.rr.com.  For more information, please 
contact Carolynn Bell-Tuttle at caro-
lynn.bell@gmail.com 
 
This is planned and sponsored by Hawaii Interfaith 
Power and Light (CCU is a member and supporter) 
whose mission is to raise awareness of the spiritual 
importance of caring for creation among diverse 
faith communities, provide inspiration and resources 
for taking action, and advocate on behalf of policies 
that promote energy efficiency, conservation and 
renewable energy. 
 

 

Membership Commission News  
 

CCU Quarter Notes  

from Director of Music Doc Wilson 
 

Weõre baaaaack!  This churchõs talented 
musicians are back in rehearsals beginning 
8 Sept.  Our next big event is the new, 
improved Oahu Church Choral Festival (or 
Sacred Music Festival) coming in October. 

 
I thought we would be participating 

in the 9/11 event, but it turns out to be for 
the Symphony Chorus, Nola Nahuluõs 
groups, but no church choirs by themselves. 

 
During October we will be delving once again into 

òMessiah.ó Our community will join us for our annual òsing-alongó 
on the first Sunday of advent (27 November). 
Bell choir will be rehearsing our Fall music and will once again 
join in on Messiah. 

 
As always, if you have thought about singing or ringing, 

come in at 6:30 p.m. for bells and/or 7:30 for Chancel Choir. 

 
Everyone ôs Invited !! 

Sat., 9/24, 9:30 am, Ohana Room  
WITNESS COMMISSION  

GATHERING  
~agenda forthcoming~  

A thank you note  

to CCU  

from  

Family Promise guests 

mailto:jheidel@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:jheidel@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:carolynn.bell@gmail.com
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Adult Study resumes 9/11 . . .  
with two options:  
 

Option 1:  Viewing of a Martin Doblmeier film,  
"The Power of Forgiveness"; best documentary of the Sun 

Valley Spiritual Film Festival in 2007. 
 
This class will be held in the Ohana Room at 8:30am and will 

run for three Sundays.  John Heidel will facilitate. 
 
To forgive someone can be simple.  But this simple act can 

have powerful consequencesñand may lead to a personal and 
spiritual transformation. 

 
The healing possibilities are traced from Northern Ireland to 

Ground Zero to the Amish countryside and features Nobel Laure-
ate Elie Wiesel, Buddhist master Thich Nhat Hanh, best selling 
authors Thomas Moore and Marianne Williamson, the Rev. James 
Forbes and others. 

 
 

Option 2:  NOOMA - Changing the Way  
We Experience Spirituality; Jesus lived with the awareness 

that God is doing something, right here, right now, and anybody 
can be a part of it.  He encouraged his listeners to search, to 
question, to wrestle with the implications of what he was saying 
and doing.  He inspired, challenged, provoked, comforted, and 
invited people to be open to Godõs work in this world.  Wherever 
he went, whatever he did, Jesus started discussions about what 
matters most, because for Jesus, God is always inviting us to open 
our eyes and join in.  NOOMA is a series of short films that ex-
plore our world from a perspective of Jesus.  NOOMA is an invi-
tation to search, question, and join the discussion.   
 

In 10 to14 minutes, this progressive series of short films con-
nects real truth with real life.  These modern parables hit issues all 
the way from who God is to how to cope when you donõt know 
what heõs doing; from love and loss to leading an authentic life.  

The name NOOMA comes from a phonetic spelling of the Greek 

word pneuma (́ ɜŮɡɛŬ) meaning "wind," "spirit," or "breath." 

Come join in the discussion Sundays at 11:45 am in the Ohana Room.  
Bring a brown bag lunch and invite a friend!  

 

WAHIAWA CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
INVITES  

CHRIST CHURCH UNITING  
to join them in their  

 

BIG ISLAND TRIP  
February 17 -20, 2012  

Presidentõs Day Weekend 
 

¶ Staying at Kilauea Military Camp  

¶ Group site -seeing  

¶ Group Sunday worship  

 
 

Make the following flight reservations:  
 

Hon. To Hilo:   Hawaiian Flight 360,  
 departing 2/17/12 at 4:57pm  
Hilo to Hon:   Hawaiian Flight 263,  
 departing 2/20/12 at 4:12 pm  

 
RSVP to Mark Dahilig ---email: markda-
hilig@gmail.com or tel: 626 -253ñbefore 
December 31, 2011  

Announcing . . .  Inviting . . .  Registering    (SEE RELATED ARTICLE, PG 9) 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL at CCU 

K - 6th Grade      October 3 - 7 

7:30 am§5:30 pm           $25  
Registration Form at www.ccukailua.org 

or at CCU Office / tel 262 -6911  
 

Using RENEW curriculum, kids will learn about Jesus, help build our community,  

@MC FQNV @R SGDX ADBNLD RSDV@QCR NE (NC½R BQD@SHNMq 



 

Plastic Bag Update  
 
 

According to a website sponsored by the 
Hawaii Sierra Club and the Oahu Chapter 
of the Surfrider Foundation, plasticmen-
ace.org,: 

 

- 60,000+ plastic bags are used in the U.S. every 5 seconds; 

- The U.S. uses 100 billion plastic bags every year, & needlessly 

consumes 12 million barrels of oil to produce them. 

- Less than 1% are òrecycledó (more accurately òdowncycled 

into other products). 

- Many end up in the landfill, or as litter in the trees, on the 

trails, in the streets and in the ocean. 

The Ocean Conservancy says plastic bags are the fifth most com-

mon item of debris found on beaches. 

From a May 11, 2011 report by GreenAmerica.org, we learn 
that three giant plastic bag manufacturers are suing ChicoBags, a com-
pany that makes reusable bags, for claiming that reusable bags are 
òsuperior to plastic bags . . . with regard to environmental im-
pactó (which of course they are).  The lawsuit is aimed at stopping all 
ChicoBag advertising that describes why reusable bags are better 
than plastic bags.  Plastic bag manufacturers also helped defeat a 
statewide plastic bag ban in California last year and are now at-

tempting to stop a statewide ban in Oregon this year.   

We already knew that we have the powerful forces of òBig Coaló 
and òBig Oiló to deal with when it comes to protecting Godõs creation, 

but now we also have òBig Plastic.ó  

On a more positive and hopeful note, both Kauai and Maui coun-
ties (including Lanai and Molokai) have new laws which ban the issu-
ance of plastic bags to consumers at the point of sale of groceries and 
other goods for transport of these goods.  Marine Corp Base Hawaii 
Exchange, as part of the comprehensive greening of the Base, has also 
ended the use of plastic shopping bags, as has the Coast Guard Ex-
change at Sand Island.  The value of these changes is that they will 
reduce plastic bag litter, fossil fuel dependence, and harm to marine 
life and other wildlife.   

 

CCU Thinks Green Take-Home Message:  

Though Oahu has not yet enacted a plastic bag ban, we as 
consumers can be proactive and enact our own personal plastic bag 
ban by using reusable bags when we shop. 

 
Some CCU TG logo bags are still available in the church office for 

$8.00 each.  They are large, sturdy, attractive, amazingly functionalñ
and they promote our ògreen church on the hill,ó add a bit of money to 
our coffers, and help protect the environment every time we use them. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Attention  
Everyone!  

 
The CCU Church 

Council urges you  

to support the  

December 3rd  

Vendor Craft Fair  

on CCU grounds é 

just in time  

for Christmas!  

 

This effort will  

help support  

CCUõs 2011  

Operating Budget.    

 

Chair of the Fair  

Jan Stiles will ask you  

to help in some way.  

Letõs support her by 

saying, òYes!ó   

 

Wanted:  

Vendors  
Baked Goods  

Plants  
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CCU Vision Statement (2/14/10) 

 
~To be a vibrant witness  
kfĕ;_i`jkĊjĕ`eZclj`m\ĕcfm\$ĕ 

supporting spiritual growth  
and social justice.~ 

    

Memories  
by Rosemary Allen (who last Saturday celebrated her birthday) 

 

A few days ago I saw a TV-News shot of a 
group of teenagers cavorting on a windward 
beachñonly unusual because these were stu-
dents from European countries, here for a school 
year at Hawaii high schools as part of the AFS 
(American Field Service) program of youth ex-
changes.  And memoires came! 
 
 
Through the 1970s Warren Studer was CCUõs 
pastor and his wife Harriet brought her experi-
ence with AFS to our local schools.  Their daugh-
ter Virginia became Kalaheo High Schoolõs first 

AFS student abroadñfor a school year in Turkey.  (Virginia 
later became a Presbyterian pastor herselfñnow in Ari-
zona.)  The second AFS student from Kalaheo was my son Jon 
who spent a summer session in Cali, Colombia.  Several Ha-
waii schools continue to participate in student exchange pro-
grams. 

 
 
Steve Muench, a few years later, was part of a summer 

group from several local churches who participated in a 
youth program in Mexico.  Michelle Muench spent the summer 
before her senior year of high school in Madrid, Spain, living 
with the family of a girl who had been an exchange student 
at Kalaheo H.S. the year before.  In more recent years, both 
Dawn & Adam Zeilinger have experienced semesters in 
Costa Rica from their universities in California (Santa Cruz & 
Santa Barbara campuses).  As a Ph.D. candidate, Adam in 
recent years has done research in U.S. fields and also again 
in Central America.   

 
 
Following one of the disastrous hurricanes on Kauai 

(70s or 80s?) CCUõs teenager4s spent a week there helping 
in church repairs.  Dr. Wally Fukunaga, our recent interim 
pastor, was then serving a Kauai church & recalls those res-
cue efforts. 

 
 
CCUõs most recent youthful adventurer is Dianne 

Brookinsõ daughter Jessica who is now part of the Peace 
Corps, teaching school in Romania.  Jessica had an earlier 
experience in Romania while an undergraduate at Boston 
College.  (She had some Hawaii time after her 2011 June 
graduation & then on to Europe.) 

 
 
Among CCUõs òolder travelers are the Heidels who dur-

ing the ô90s and 2000s have taken trips to European reli-
gious centersñPlum Village (Taizé experience) in France and 
World Parliament of Religions in Barcelona, Spain.  Marian 
and I as well as Paul & Pat Snipes (at different years) were 
fortunate to attend an international missions conference at 
Asilomar, CA with leaders from many part of the world. 

 
 
The Grogan family, while still in Washington state, took 

a trip for some work at the Yakima Indian Reservation in 
eastern Washington.  Coincidentally, a few years ago CCU 
heard several up-to-date reports on a variety of our mission 
supported òstations.ó  Jean Tsujiõs report was on work at the 
Yakima Indian Reservation in Eastern Washington state!  
(Small world?) 

 
 

About Presbyterians  
 by Rosemary Allen 
 

Since Presbyterians form a sta-
tistically minor portion of Ha-
waiiõs religious population (the 
Congregationalistsñnow UCCñ
got here  

first while Presbyterians missionaries went on to 
Korea back in the 1800s), I like to occasionally 
report on what some of our PC USA churches 
are doing. 

 
Last summer our fine denominational 

magazine Presbyterians Today published win-
ning photographs from Presbyterians across the country.  
One winner, with a gorgeous òSunrise in Hawaiió is Dwight 
Morita who was part of church family a few years ago & 
now is at Nuuanu UCC with wife Mary, the pastor there.  
(Another winner was òHawaiian Waterfalló taken by a 
South Carolina pastorñon vacation?) 

 
Students a Alma College, Mich. (a Presbyterian con-

nected school) have developed contemporary worship ser-
vices which have grown student participation & several 
service projects such as Habitat for Humanity. 

 
Wooster College students have designed & now 

carry out a program providing books & incentives for chil-
dren in a very poor area of Honduras. 

 
Another òschooló story is of Presbyterian Pan Ameri-

can School in Kingsville, TX.  Students come from all corners 
of the world.  After graduation most return to their home 
countries as Christian leaders for future mission.  (In an ear-
lier column I noted that there are 63 Presbyterian colleges 
in the USA.) 

 
The Jan-Feb issue of Presbyterians Today emphasizes 

immigrant ministries, òa new mission frontier.ó  It includes 
news of such churches, ranging from 100+year-old First 
Chinese Presbyterian Church in NYC to the 15-year-old 
Christian Arabic Church in Richmond, VA, and the 10-year- 
old All Nations congregation of African immigrants at High-
land Park Presbyterian in Dallas, TX. 

 
òOut of the pews & into the neighborhoodó describes 

the farmersõ market held in the parking lot of Millwood 
Community Presbyterian Church of Spokane, WA.  It in-
cludes work with the local Food Bank & creating a next 
door youth center.  Says Pastor Craig Goodwin, òCould this 
be evangelism?ó    
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8/27 /11 
Birthday flowers & lei for Rosemary! 
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Clerk of Council Jane Muench offers  

this letter  in re ñCharter for Compassionò 

for your reading, 

addressed to all Congregations in the PC (USA),  

from The Rev. Gradye Parsons,  

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly,  

Presbyterian Church (USA) 
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Mike Grogan conversing after worship on 
8/28 with CCU member Paul Haring.   

Pastors Kerry & Mike Grogan exchanged  
pulpits on 8/28, Mike  being at CCU and 

Kerry at Wahiawa Christian.   
Thanks to both of you!  It was good! 

 
~Photo courtesy of Cathy Lyman~ 




