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Christ Church, Uniting Disciples and Presbyterians   Worship—Sundays 10 am     
1300 Kailua Rd., Kailua, HI  96734-4356                                              Phone:  (808) 262-6911                          
Reverend Fabian M. (“Buddy”) Summers, Pastor                                      Phone:  (808) 780-1583                                             
Email—ccu@hawaii.rr.com                                                             Website—www.ccukailua.org                   

 
“The Messenger of Love” 

Ka Elele Aloha 
  April 2008                                                             Volume 12  Issue 4 

    
Church Row and Church Row and Church Row and Church Row and     
Holy Week IroniesHoly Week IroniesHoly Week IroniesHoly Week Ironies    
 
At the congregation meeting following worship 
on Palm Sunday, we approved a capital 
budget which included a tidy sum to upgrade 
our CCU road side sign.  This followed an all 
church retreat in which we adopted a revitaliza-
tion theme which included a commitment to 
“putting our lamp on a hill” (of course, you rec-
ognize the biblical allusion). 
 

On Tuesday of Holy Week, Jane received 
a visitor in the church office from the City and 
County of Honolulu who advised 1) that there 
had been a complaint about the church’s sign-
age, 2) that we could either have a small high-
way sign or the sign on our building, 3) that 
neither of our current signs were permitted, and 
4) that failure to comply could result in fines.  

 
Jane, who headed the committee to plan 

for the highway sign upgrade, said, “Maybe 
Somebody (capitalization added) is trying to 
tell us something.”  Doing due diligence, Council 
members talked with our Church Row neighbors 
and discovered that we weren’t being singled 
out—all had received a visit. 

 
Saturday, The Honolulu Advertiser did 

an article quoting among others our own Elder 
Bob Grantham and publishing a photograph of 
the CCU highway sign along with the others—at 
least one of which has been there 50 years, 
without complaint. 

 
Strategy’s already working.  We got nice 

publicity, saved the $3000, and will (no doubt) 
end up with tasteful roadside road side land-
scaping and such signage as codes may permit. 

 
My idea to bring out a line of t-shirts with 

the logo “We survived the Holy Week Church 
Row Sign Massacre” died for lack of a second.  
Alas. 

 
   Buddy 

Lyman’s  
ginger arrangement 

celebrates April birthdays! 
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An Appearance StoryAn Appearance StoryAn Appearance StoryAn Appearance Story    
 
One theme of the resurrection appearance sto-
ries is that the Risen Lord Jesus is not immediately 
recognized.  Mary, for example, mistook Jesus 
for the gardener until he spoke her name.  The 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus mistook him 
for a stranger until they sat down at Table to-
gether. 

 
Something wonderful, but not immediately 

recognized, transpired in worship this past Easter 
Sunday.   

 
An infant, Ella Catherine Barnhill, and a 

child, Angyl June Magbee, were presented for 
baptism.  Paul Snipes, our own Rev. Dr. Paul 
Snipes, tall, slender, walks with a cane, white 
haired, retired Disciples missionary, recently 80 
years young Paul Snipes, came and stood with 
me beside the baptismal.   

 
At the proper moment, Paul took the infant 

in his arms, dipped his hand in the water and 
placed it upon Ella’s head pronouncing the an-
cient baptismal formula.  Then he prayed.   

 
Earlier in the week, since I was still recover-

ing from bronchitis, I had asked Ella’s mom, 
Heather, if it would be alright if I ask Paul to 
stand in for me in Ella’s baptism since I might still 
be contagious.  Her immediate reply was, “I 
would be honored if he would do it.”     

 
When I asked Paul, he said, “Well you 

know Disciples practice believer’s baptism.  We 
don’t do infant baptism.  I’ve never done an infant 
baptism.  Of course, I’d be happy to—but you’ll 
have to go over the details with me.” 

 
When I drew attention at the beginning of 

my sermon to this wonderful thing we had wit-
nessed, from the pew Paul said, “We’re united.”  
And so we are Christ Church Uniting Disciples and 
Presbyterians. 

 
The Risen Lord was present, not immedi-

ately recognized, but present in the uniting Body 
of Christ. 

 
Blessings and more later, 

    Buddy 
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CCU Adult StudyCCU Adult StudyCCU Adult StudyCCU Adult Study    
April 6, 13 & 20April 6, 13 & 20April 6, 13 & 20April 6, 13 & 20    
    
The adult study class will dis-
cuss a lecture on DVD by John 
Dominic Crossan—  
 

“Paul:  An Appalling  
or Appealing Apostle. ” 

 
Crossan addresses challenges 
to understanding Paul— 
three different “Pauls,” Paul’s 
character and theology, and 
gender balance and imbal-
ance in the New Testament.   
 
The class meets at 8:30 am in 
the sanctuary.  John Heidel 
will facilitate. 
 

April Event Schedule: 
Key:       K = Kitchen      L = Lanai      PS = Pastor’s Study      S = Sanctuary          
 
4/3, 6:30 & 7:30pm (S) & 
succeeding Thursdays Chancel Ringers & Chancel Choir, respectively 
 

4/5, 8am Men’s Breakfast @ Honey’s@ Koolau Golf Club 
 
4/6, 8:30am(S) & Adult Study (for details, see above announcement) 
succeeding Sundays 
  
4/9, 7-9pm (B3) Stated Meeting of Council  
 
4/12, 10:30am Women’s Aloha Fellowship Brunch @ Cinnamon’s in Kailua 
 
4/12, 7pm (S) Taizé-style worship 
 
4/19, 10am-noon, Central Union Church  —  Polite Conversations (for further details, see pg. 3)  
 
4/26, 10:30am CCU prepares & provides lunch for Honolulu Habitat for Humanity—Waimanalo project 
   
 

 

 Worship  
at CCU 

4/12, 7 pm 

Taizé postcards are available at the 
guest podium or in the church office 
that can be used to invite people to 

this special service of worship.  

So, So, So, So,     
where are we now?where are we now?where are we now?where are we now?    
by Pastor Summers 
 
 

During CCU’s Jabbok River 
Period we developed a Revitaliza-
tion Strategy and approved Oper-
ating and Capital Budgets to fund 
the strategy.  Now what?  

 
The Membership (Elders Bob 

Grantham and Dianne Brookins) and 
Witness Commissions (Elders Marian 
Heidel and Beth Davidann) will 
meet this month to assess and ad-
vance those parts of the strategy 
and emerging action plans that fall 
within their purview including those 
aspects of our strategy that call for 
us to continue to do those things we 
do well and most enjoy. 

 
If you were at the second all 

church retreat, you’ll remember 
there are many new programs and 
projects on the horizon.  When we 
prioritized capital projects, the or-
gan was right near the top.  It’s 
done!  Repaired in time for Easter.    

 
Another large item is the new 

interactive website www.ccukailua. 
 

org.  Elder Temmie Shade is working 
diligently to bring it online.  Also in 
motion are loan applications for 
capital and operating budgets.  The 
roofing contractor has been se-
lected.  Work will begin after fund-
ing is secured.   

 
The road side sign was also 

due for a face life.  As you know 
from another article in the newslet-
ter, that project is going sideways 
due to questions raised by City and 
County. 

 
Two important areas of our 

revitalization strategy waiting to be 
actualized are the providing of sup-
port for the making of Personal Invi-
tation to share our faith community 
and the development of a compre-
hensive program of informing the 
community about what we believe, 
the way we do faith community and, 
of course, what’s happening. 

 
The next three months are es-

pecially important as we begin to 
see and effect positive changes in 
our life together—including, but not 
limited to, an increase in average 
worship attendance.   

 
See you Sunday? 

Support the  
Kailua Food Bank 

every Sunday  
by bringing your 
food donations! 
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CCU Vision Statement CCU Vision Statement CCU Vision Statement CCU Vision Statement  

 
 As a witness to our faith,  

CCU will be known in Kailua  
for providing practical support  

for social justice actions,  
community building, and  

spiritual growth. 
 

The CCU approach to Jesus and scrip-
ture will be seen as loving and inclusive.  We 
see the Spirit of God in all people.  We see 
Jesus as human and completely united with 
the Spirit of God.  He made God the center 
of his life and calls us to join him and do the 
same.  We come together as Church to an-
swer that call.   
          

 

 
We study and reflect upon the Jesus of 

Scripture as healer and teacher of universal 
moral principles demonstrating a life lived 
with humility and a deep passion for social 
justice, peace and love.   
  
        Scripture understood in the light of Jesus 
reveals God as loving, compassionate, non-
violent, and inclusive.  Where there is an 
interpretive opportunity, in light of our ex-
perience of Jesus’ presence, CCU will choose 
the most loving, peace-promoting, and justice 
serving path, as, we believe, did Jesus him-
self.   

                     
We are an open and inclusive church 

that welcomes a diversity of people, opinions, 
beliefs and spiritual paths.  We are a multi-
generational, diverse and progressive  

 
 

 
faith community that values and encourages  
spiritual growth and responsibility within each 
individual and the congregation.  We enjoy 
wrestling with the challenging social and 
intellectual issues posed by Christianity. 

 
 We are a church that believes in the 

importance of environmental stewardship and 
peacemaking and we are known by the ac-
tions of our members in the larger community.  
We are a church with a sense of celebration 
and beauty that finds artistic expression of 
our faith through creative worship, especially 
through music. 

 
 We are a faith community that looks 

for God to be at the center of our lives and 
we invite others to join us on our path.  We 
are an extended family offering support; we 
love and care for one another. 

 

CCU Members and Friends:   
Our Church Council agreed to co-sponsor this 
event.  Your attendance is encouraged so 
that CCU is well represented at this Conver-
sation. 
 

 
About About About About     
PresbyteriansPresbyteriansPresbyteriansPresbyterians    
By Rosemary Allen 

 
Our Presbyterian roots should be coming close to our atten-
tion soon as Presbytery of the Pacific will be meeting just a 
few miles away at First Presbyterian of Honolulu on Satur-
day, May 17th.  Presbytery is our next step up from the 
local church (then comes Synod of California & Pacific, then 
national-level General Assembly). 
 

Peter & Cynthia Tchou are serving on the planning 
committee for the May 17th event.  They would welcome 
CCU volunteers to help in making about 150 mainland & 
local participants welcome.  (Tchous’ phone—261-2657). 

 
Presbytery meetings consider & act upon business 

concerning the 65 member churches.  At the most recent 
meeting, for instance, a new Moderator for 2008 was 
elected and installed.  She is Sandra Mader, an elder from 
Hollywood First Presbyterian.   

 
Another recent action was electing commissioners to 

the June meeting of General Assembly, meeting in San 
Jose, CA.  Our Presbytery elects two elder commissioners & 
two minister commissioners—none this year from Hawaii.  
However, both Mary Ann Wyman & Peter Tchou of CCU 
have had the experience as commissioners in earlier years.   

 
A team from Presbytery was voted to enter a part-

nership with a community in Nicaragua in the last meeting.  
This is a group of 13 southern California church members, 
including our Presbytery executive Linda Culbertson.  Linda 
has made several visits to CCU & many of us have met her. 

 
These items are only a part of the business of a Pres-

bytery meeting.  You may visit & observe what goes on 
next month—nearer than ever before.   
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Witness Commission . . . Witness Commission . . . Witness Commission . . . Witness Commission . . .  
 
 
Mahalo to Mahalo to Mahalo to Mahalo to     
Family Promise VolunteersFamily Promise VolunteersFamily Promise VolunteersFamily Promise Volunteers    
    
February 17-24 CCU hosted three families:  five adults and 
five children.  These families were from the Honolulu rotation, 
since none of the participating churches could host during 
that particular week. 
 

Thirty-six of our CCU ohana participated, and we were 
supported by three from the Shambala Meditation Center, 
who cooked dinner, and ten from the Mevlevi Order of 
America (Sufi), who carried beds upstairs and helped set up 
the rooms.  Two of their members also were overnight hosts.  
Both groups are our Support Congregations. 

 
In addition, twelve Punahou students came with Kalia 

and Lauren Medeiros to provide dinner and play with the 
children.  Later, back at school, they wrote reports of their 
service project, and now the communications department at 
Punahou wants to come observe and write up a story on it! 

 
One of the nurses involved in the health screening pro-

gram (directed by Estelle Codier) served dinner with Dianne 
Brookins and Gay Tsukamaki—and she brought a friend 
with her.  Two student nurses came to observe and learn 
about Family Promise.  Not only do we provide a much 
needed service to houseless families, but we are also en-
riched as we work together with others from the wider com-
munity. 

 
As you can see, it takes many hands to make light 

work, and we appreciate you all so much! 
  
From the February Co-coordinators— 
Estelle Codier & Marian Heidel 
 

 
P.S.  The Family Promise Board of Directors and 
Staff also appreciate you and want to invite you 
to an . . . 
 

Appreciation DinnerAppreciation DinnerAppreciation DinnerAppreciation Dinner    
April 26April 26April 26April 26    

(details forthcoming)(details forthcoming)(details forthcoming)(details forthcoming)    
    
    
    

Next CCU Hosting Date:  May 11Next CCU Hosting Date:  May 11Next CCU Hosting Date:  May 11Next CCU Hosting Date:  May 11----18181818    
    
CoCoCoCo----coordinators:coordinators:coordinators:coordinators:            Gay Tsukamaki (261Gay Tsukamaki (261Gay Tsukamaki (261Gay Tsukamaki (261----8328) 8328) 8328) 8328)     
                                    Cheryl Renfroe (262Cheryl Renfroe (262Cheryl Renfroe (262Cheryl Renfroe (262----6456)6456)6456)6456)    
    
Food & dinner Food & dinner Food & dinner Food & dinner     
Coordinator:Coordinator:Coordinator:Coordinator:                            Pat Gilbert (254Pat Gilbert (254Pat Gilbert (254Pat Gilbert (254----3509)3509)3509)3509)    
    
    

Call early and volunteer to cookCall early and volunteer to cookCall early and volunteer to cookCall early and volunteer to cook    
dinner, be an overnight host dinner, be an overnight host dinner, be an overnight host dinner, be an overnight host     

(1 man, 1 woman),(1 man, 1 woman),(1 man, 1 woman),(1 man, 1 woman),    
help set up or take down the rooms,help set up or take down the rooms,help set up or take down the rooms,help set up or take down the rooms,    

launder bedding, launder bedding, launder bedding, launder bedding,     
or work/play with the children.  or work/play with the children.  or work/play with the children.  or work/play with the children.      

    
    
    

Witness Commission plansWitness Commission plansWitness Commission plansWitness Commission plans    
to meet in April; watch for the date!to meet in April; watch for the date!to meet in April; watch for the date!to meet in April; watch for the date!    

 
Dear Christ Church Uniting                       2/28/08 
 

On behalf of the planning committee for the harp workshop 
I would like to extend our warmest gratitude for allowing us to 
use your facility for our program.  It was the perfect space!  
From the moment one pulls into the grounds one is met with 
tranquility.  The landscaping is lovely, the sanctuary space ideal. 

 
Enclosed is a donation help sustain the efforts of common 

broung.  Thank you so much for your support by making this 
resource available. 
   Sincerely,  
                           Marianne K. Whiting, Co-chair 

    
All the details All the details All the details All the details . . .. . .. . .. . .    
    
To date $996.15 To date $996.15 To date $996.15 To date $996.15     
has been received,has been received,has been received,has been received,    
including five Fishincluding five Fishincluding five Fishincluding five Fish    
coin boxes . . . coin boxes . . . coin boxes . . . coin boxes . . .     
    

        
11.5 lbs of coins:11.5 lbs of coins:11.5 lbs of coins:11.5 lbs of coins:    
$10$10$10$10        PenniesPenniesPenniesPennies    
$8.35$8.35$8.35$8.35    NickelsNickelsNickelsNickels    
$21.30$21.30$21.30$21.30    DimesDimesDimesDimes    
$26.50$26.50$26.50$26.50    Quarters Quarters Quarters Quarters     

 
Thanks George 

Wyman for  
counting, wrapping 

& depositing  
the coins! 
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MemoriesMemoriesMemoriesMemories    
By Rosemary Allen 
    

Early this year I presented a verbal report entitled “The Way 
We Were” as part of a CCU retreat-workshop.  Now I’m 
going to summarize that topic via the written word—perhaps 
a more lasting historical record of those memories. 
 

My CCU experience begins with the Presbyterians in 
1963 when the first organizational meetings were held at the 
home of Peter & Cynthia Tchou and other early members 
followed by worship services at Kailua High School cafeto-
rium.  Christ Presbyterian Church was formally chartered in 
February of 1964.  By the summer of 1966 our present 
church building was completed & dedicated. 

 
Rather than more-traditional mens’, womens’, etc. or-

ganizations, CPC chose to organize responsibilities & activi-
ties in family-oriented Diakonia groups.  This pattern func-
tioned for the first 20+ years of our church life. 

 
An early emphasis was on adult Christian education, 

followed by Christian education classes for all ages from 
1964 on.  Many lessons & adventures were part of these 
years involving innumerable dedicated teachers & lively stu-
dents.  

 
Meanwhile, down the street Windward Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) had been part of “church row” since 
1959.  In 1962 CPC & WCC began exploring the possibility 
of a merger.  After two years of work toward this goal Christ 
Church Uniting was chartered in February of 1974, maintain-
ing connections with the national Disciples of Christ & Presby-
terian (USA) churches.  We committed CCU to the traditions 
of the Disciples weekly communion, a baptistry to give baptis-
mal choices, & the Presbyterian way of “order.”   

 
Among the present CCU members who experienced the 

1972-74 merger experience were the families Allen, Tchou, 
Wyman, Young, Gilbert, Bail, Whiting, Brewbaker, Terbeek, 
Bean & Snipes. 

 
Through the years we’ve experienced man memorable 

events—craft fairs & mission events, parades & snow days, 
potluck & community doings, worm conferences & concerts, 
and on & on ———! 

 
Perhaps the most memorable of events were the 11 

major musical productions given from “The King and I” in 
1973 to “Brigadoon” in 1994 under direction of the late 
Camille Almy & involving the talents & efforts of most of the 
church family.  (My own favorite “stars” were Oz’s Cowardly 
Lion (Clancy Lyman, Tin Woodsman (Bill Muench), Scarecrow 
(George Wyman), plus sweet Dorothy (Marian Heidel)!)       

 
The ongoing life of CCU has included 13 pastors and 

numerous church officers, committee persons, & staff (as sec-
retaries, organists, music directors).  All in all—& through 
nearly five decades—I believe we can fairly reflect that CCU 
members have been INVOLVED in the life of their church! 

 
      Lu and Jim Burgoyne express their 
deep appreciation for all the prayers, 
flowers, food, cards, etc. received over the 
fast few weeks.  “Our spirits have been 

 
Child Safety Policy:  It is the 
intention of CCU to provide a safe 
space for children.  Staff and lay lead-
ers are screened and educated about 
child abuse in general and both Hawaii 
Law and CCU policies in particular 
regarding prevention and reporting of 
suspected abuse.  A copy of the CCU 
Child Abuse Policy is available from the 
church office upon request.   

Congratulations 
to Keith & Peggy 
Zeilinger on the 
birth of grand-
daughter Elise 
Norman, child of 
their daughter 
Keri and husband 
Justin.   
 
Keith & Peggy 
are In Portland 
taking in the 
happy event.   
 
    

Rosebud on baptistery on 3/30 announces 
birth of Elise Norman, 8 lb. 3 oz., 22” long. 

Another  
Appearance:  
3/30, Time with the 
Younger Church—a de-
piction of Jesus appear-
ing to be present with his 
Disciples following his 
death.  He gives them an 
important message, 
“Peace be with you.  As 
the Father has sent me, 
so send I you.  Receive 
the Holy Spirit.”    
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Attention: Everyone!   
 

Presbytery of the Pacific 
Meets in Hawaii at 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Honolulu (at Koolau) 

 
May 17, 2008 

9 am start 
concludes with lunch 

 
This meeting is open to all CCU members and friends.  You may 
attend as a visitor.  Two CCU elders in addition to Pastor Sum-
mers are commissioned to vote. 
 
Extra Activities: 

Saturday Dinner/Show “Creation” @ Sheraton 
Princess Kaiulani Hotel—Adults $41.70 & Children $31.00 (see 
flyer to Breezeway Bulletin Board) 

 
 Saturday afternoon Golf ($35) 
  
 Registration:  
 VISITORS may register the day of the meeting; if you 
plan on attending the luncheon or any of the extra activities,  
please let Jane in the CCU office know by next Sunday, April 6th. 
 COMMISSIONERS SHOULD COMPLETE A REGISTRA-
TION Form available from the office by April 6th.   
 

Re:  5/17 Presbytery Mtg.Re:  5/17 Presbytery Mtg.Re:  5/17 Presbytery Mtg.Re:  5/17 Presbytery Mtg.    
    
Please complete the “Please complete the “Please complete the “Please complete the “Where I Where I Where I Where I 
Can HelpCan HelpCan HelpCan Help” questionnaire ” questionnaire ” questionnaire ” questionnaire 
posted on the Easel at the rear posted on the Easel at the rear posted on the Easel at the rear posted on the Easel at the rear 
of the sanctuary and return it of the sanctuary and return it of the sanctuary and return it of the sanctuary and return it 
to the church office asap.    to the church office asap.    to the church office asap.    to the church office asap.        

 
Monetary donations are being sought 

to underwrite the cost of providing orchid leis  
to Pastors and Commissioners attending  

the 5/17 Presbytery Meeting.  
 

Please talk to Cynthia or Peter Tchou 
if you would like to contribute. 
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Lay  & elder worship assignments for AprilLay  & elder worship assignments for AprilLay  & elder worship assignments for AprilLay  & elder worship assignments for April    
If you are not able to fill your assignment, please try trading with someone and/or 
notify the church office.   

  
Date Name   Duty    
4/6 John & Carol Hanlin   Ushers/Greeters 
  Dianne Brookins   Morning Prayer  
  Connie Mitchell   Good News and the Younger Church 
  Wendy Teixeira   Scripture Reader 
  Dianne Brookins   People Prayers & Communion Server   
  Marian Heidel   Communion Server w/ Table Prayer          
4/13 Rennie Renfroe & 
  Wendy Teixeira   Ushers/Greeters 
  Estelle Codier   Morning Prayer    
  Beth Davidann   Good News and the Younger Church 
  Wanda Nichols   Scripture Reader   
  Connie Mitchell   People Prayers 
  Rennie Renfroe   Communion Server w/Table Prayer 
   
4/20 Loren & Susan Wilson   Usher/Greeters 
  Susan Wilson  Morning Prayer 
  Dennis/Chandra Peters  Good News and the Younger Church
  Marian Heidel  Scripture Reader   
  Marian Heidel  People Prayers & Communion Server 
  Bob Grantham  Communion Server w/Table Prayer 
   
4/27 John & Jan Stiles  Usher/Greeters 
  Bob Grantham  Morning Prayer  
  Lauren/Kalia Medeiros  Good News and the Younger Church 
  Mark Mitchell  Scripture Reading 
  Jim Burgoyne  People Prayers & Communion Server 
  Dianne Brookins  Communion Server w/Table Prayer 

April 
 Birthdays 

Joel Allen....................................1 
Donna McAfee ..........................5 
Christopher Lyman....................9 
Misty Henderson ....................11 
Lu Burgoyne ............................13 
Jason Barnhill..........................19 
Jim Young ................................19 
Stephanie Shade ...................20 
Jason Lyman ...........................22 
Mark Mitchell..........................24 
Allyson O'Connell ..................26 
Kay Brewbaker......................28  

Anniversaries 
Corky & Jim Sorensen .............5 
June & Bob Grantham..........24 
Joyce & Jim Young................26 

 
March 

Flower Calendar 
 
April 6 Snipes 
April 13 Mitchell 
April 20 Muench 
April 27 Grantham 
 
 
 
The following dates on the 
flower calendar remain open: 
 
June 29 
July 6, 20 & 27 
September 7 
October 19 
November 2 & 16 
 

Sign up for your special day  
of celebration or memory.  

Don’t delay!  
 
 

(Calendar on  
Breezeway Bulletin Board) 

 

Children in Worship:  Bible StoriesChildren in Worship:  Bible StoriesChildren in Worship:  Bible StoriesChildren in Worship:  Bible Stories    
Children love stories!  Our series titled:  “Who is Jesus?  Let me tell you a story!”  
continues.  April story selections follow: 
 
  April 6  Luke 5:1-11 
  April 13  Luke 5:12-16 
  April 20  Luke 20:17-25 
  April 27  Luke 5:27-32 
 

 
Christ Church Uniting . . .  

providing practical support for . . .  
social justice actions,  
community building  
& spiritual growth. 


